
THE JACKSON CREED IN 128.
Wo publiidi from the Congressional Debates of

that period tho able and conclusive speech of Cene-ra- l
Alexander Smyth, a leading friend of General

Jackson from the State cf Virginia, and shall append
a nolo from Gen. Jackson's first message, in con-

currence with the vieivs of all liia friends at that
period, Surely the momentous question has lost
nope of its importance by the alarming increase oi

Executive patronage since that period and we put
the question to the vvrigltt Jackson men of that day

whether they will no'V stand by their jiriivijilcs or
that portion of their party who have abandoned
them! Of course, every reader will decide accor
ding to hinown feelings of t, and his own j!

conceptions ot tlic ultimate interest of Ins country.
At all events, let all road the; speech. So strongly
did the necessity of limiting tlio Presidential tenure
to a single term impress itself upon the public mind
in that day, thatCou. S, moved a;i am'nJmml to t'i"
Constitution inhibiting the President from
lion! Thul, requiring two thirds, ami being found
impracticable, the people have no other resource but
to establish the precedent, and tualce it binding, bv

the election of General Harrison speririca'.ly Sura
single term. TheSjfc'i:

"Tho Constitution should be inviolable; but tu t un-

changeable. Till Constitution is the supremo law:
hut to hold any law to be unchangeable, except the
moral law, is to obstruct the improvement of the so-

cial state.
In the infancy of this jrnvernmrnt, it wo?, pr

necossavy that Gen. Washington i.hotil.1 tern--
second period of four years because of tho un-

equalled confidence reposed by the people in him:
and the weight of his character.in sanctioning the
measures of the new government. It never run

bo important to require the services of any one
man, for a period longer than four years.

In governments of a despotic character, where
the will of the Chief is law, the continuance of the
life and reign of on Alexander, a Julius a Peter,
or a Nnpoh.'un niny bo necessary to ilia completion
of great plans. Not at in our government of laws.

What schemes can a President form, that he may
not exacuto in four yours! Should ho contouiulate
making a canal from the Balizo to the mouth of the
Oregon, ho has only to recommend tho measure, ap-

prove of the act, if Congress will pass it, and leave
the completion of the work to time, k will - car-
ried on as well under his successor its under him-
self. Mr. Madison recommended the inerca-.- f
tho Navy; the plan was adopted; and its oxemition
is going on, although ho is in retirement. Tdr. .Uoii-roo- 's

plan for fortifying the s is progressing
aa we!) as if ha was still Chief Masri-trat- e.

Why should any one be elected 1're-ide- a sec-
ond time! With a population of twelve millions,
rapidly increasing, shall we, at anv lime, have hut
one man fit to fill the ollico of Chief Magistrate!
Can it ever happen that, in 23 years, say a genera-
tion, we shall not have seven men lit to fill the of-

fice of President! What are the qualifications?
Patriotism; attachment In equal rich!.,; integri'y:
good judgment; and a well informed mind. Such
men, I trust will never bs rare in the United States.

We hold that all citizens possess equal rights.
Then we should favor rotation in olliee, among men
of equal qualifications. By reducing the period ft
which a President may servo to four years, this of-

fice will reward the services of twice, aa many ol
our distinguished citizens, as otherwise could pos-
sess it. By increasing the number of those on whom
you mny confer tho highest reward of virtue, yon
will c.T3!t3 emulation, and itiereaso the number
of those who will aspire to deserve that reward by
public services; and you may then satisfy the claims
of the grand divisions of tho United Stales. It is
exalting one man tot much above his peers to elect
him President a second time.

If it shall be deemed expedient that tho President
Khould serve for a longer time than four years, Jct
the period bo extended by nn amendment to the Con-
stitution; and let not the President bo a cand'dite.
To me it appears inexpedient to intrust the office of
chief magistrate to any man for a long time. The
greater the power attached to any o!li.:c, the greater
tho danger of continuing it long in the same hands.
It is in oflices of great authority that rotation

necessary, to prevent power from becoming
too firmly fixed in the same hands. I will nol con-
sent to extend tho period fur which the President
shall be elected, a single day. Cut the long contin-
uance of a President in ofiiee, is the least of i:iy i I-

njections to his eligibility a second time.
Sir, the hor.rr, the welfare, the Irar.qni'.i! j of the

ration, the fc.irnns of decliont, rt quire trial the
President should not be a eandida'e.

The iio.on of tho nation requires that tho Presi-
dent should not be a candidate.

The President should possess public esteem. It
is an essential qualification. This nation c.mno; be
contented under t lie authority ot a despised or

man. What is so li!;,!y to bring a President
into contempt, as for him to he a candidate while he
is President, and thus to have every thing published
against him for which there shall he any cause; ur.d
much for which there shall be no cause! Let the
publications be considered which were made again-- !
some of our former Presidents us well us those
which have been made cgjin-- t the pre-en- t Presi-
dent; and I think it will ho acknowledged, that

must have had an ii.juri-u- s clibct on
the character of tho nation abroad.

wir, tiiere is no wiv of preventing these Ai!an!:s.
but to say that the J're-ide- nl shall not bo a candi-
date: for if ho is a candidate, he may, and probably
will, have opposition. It maybe for the good of
thu nation to disgrace hi ii, thereby to prevent his
flection; end it will tlcni become tha duty of those

v. ho n ay deem him unworthy of n to
p.xpoi.-- ids Thus tho character
the nation will suffer in the ci.".rae!i r of i' s Chief
J'iij;istrate. The love of power, or tho love of

may induce a l to bo eg.-- . in a can-
didate; but let us not all ov him to rxp-- o him-el- f in
a situation which may pr.,vo injurious to his imp-
utation, nml the character if the country.

If the President .s not there will sel-

dom bo a motive for charges n::ain-- t him, through
tho medium of the pro-- ; mid none for ofjtruvatii g
the charges against him; which may be c.,ic.-...- d to
la done, if ho isa cainlid.uo. The object of att.ick-o- n

a Prosident, will be to put him out of ( dice,
Hid theso will b useless, when it i fix. d that he
must go out ol othce. 1 he characters ot n h- --- t.i
cd men belong 10 the nation; and if, nt. any time,
circum-taiico- s shall not permit goo.l citiz-n-s to re-

spect the man who liils the Prcsiduitiu! chair, it wil;

That such, to ), were th opinions of General
.lackson, who came into odl:o in tin .March

we quote from his first in "ssagi, as fodo .vs:

"I wou'd therefore recominen itch nn ameudotenl
c f the C'liislitiiliini n liny all inlet. i I'ia'e
Lgcncy in t:.f elect i;m of ntnn-- Vic1 l'r

The i.mh'e may be so regulated as to ; v

to each !;'ate i's.re-en- t rela'i'.e weight in I he elec-

tion; mid ui'ciliuu in the f:r.--t ullempt may ho oruii-dit-

for, by eot. lining the -- ecund to a clioi."., between
the two highest iiiii'ii.i'.tes. In coiiuecth'u v. iti.
su.di nr. aiueni'ment, it would seem advisable to lim-

it the sen ice of the Chief Magistrate to a single
term, of cither four or six vears.
"Tlitroare pcrlnips t'e.v ni'--u who can for any great
Icnlh ( f lime enjoy milee r.ud power, without, being

n.ni'cor less under ho iml.c. u of feeling, utifr. .

r b'.e to the fai'hful r.t'e"i' their nb:ic d itii --

Their i ite ritv n.a be proof again-- t itn'.iroper co:-- -

ration, immediate.' in'ilrc-'- d to them elic-:

hut Ihr.y rue apt to acq tire a habit of will,
itiditieri-Tee- up oi tiie (jtihlic iiiVr 'sl-.- , mid of

- LMinh c! fiotti which. 1:11 nnpr 'd mm would

r t ot. 1: i at i corn-ut- , reu as a : pc- '''' i" ',

.; and 'in
i ..iivi'i.i il

for

crnmcit, tail r i, -

itere-l- s, thjti as
he s, rvici t.f t!

un t ti ..'.
P. epic

in some, ami, in oii.crs, a perivfirm t

ingj n nd principles, divert llovi-rnr- t

gitinviti' et:d., tr.d iro.ke i an tegli."
j,r' -:' ti.e ft v f cxp-.-.- -f !.- - r,.

or. n.otine
nt cie-itei-

.'truf tiou
n r. t IV,

,:,1 its
tit i.f-

BOON
II V CYRIL V. CAY,

ho to bo twetted. Sir, we should prevent the re
mrronce Jrjft state of things which has once arrayed
one half, and once s of the nation, against
the Executive branch of the government. If we
must, periodically, be divided into parties by the
:l.iiuis ot rival candidates, let not one oi them be

I have said, that tho wr.i.rAe.r. of tho nation
th.it tin it should not he a candidate.

The President being a candidate, the measures ol
he government will he thereby utlecfd. Livery

mea-ii- re recommended by the I're-ide- nt during
four years, will be viewed with and

That weight which his reeoni'nenilal ions
would Uve, were they believed to be dictated by the
jiuhlic good ntilv, teill bo diminished when they are
Mippo ed to he part- - of a plan tufaiurthu
oii of the t.

A Pre-ide- iutendin? to boa candidate, may
hiscnbin"t with a view to hi- - ion. lie

r.ay adopt public measures wish thv view. -

i State disincline d to him ! lie may s"o:ho it. bv
expeioliliires of piiblie money. !r may ere-at- e

innece--tr- y place, to extend his pa'rouag;. It
will probably be -- n id by the o;...)-iuo- n. that hi s ineas.
ires lire a iop'n,, otiil his apjioiu'iiieuls made, with

.i view in .e approaching !.! ;on: mid thus it ma v

'upoeii, that the of a l're-idt- may be
iiiisrepic-cnte- d to the injury of the country; where-
as, if l.e is not a c indiilate, his mea-ur- w ill be
considered with cundur: there will bo r.o motive to
tho cotil rury.

How pernicious may it be to have the
candidate during a just a ml necenry war; ami a par-
ty endtjvouring to -- uiiohiut. hi n in favor of an op-

ponent, alleging a de-ir- e for peace! Should an op-

ponent, under such circumstances come into power,
there would he danger of his changing, injuriu-i- v

to tho nation, tho course of policy ad .'pled hy the
govern men!.

If candidates for the Presiikn'.h.l offro, neither
of whom is i're-ide- are onp.j-e- d toeacb other, he
w't'O is elected will ie l i:ece--aril- y come in a- - the
o nonent of the preceding administration. But it
:l Pre-ide- is a candidato. and rejected, the expir- -

ii ; nciniuiitration may adopt mea ones, which i:

mid no! o'herv.i-- e have adou'ed. Thus, when J oho
A dims was rejected by the nation, his political
f I' nd- - passed a law fur discharging a great p.:rt i i

t: eefi'.cersan.d -- eatneu of the .Navy ef the t'ni'e.i
- ate-- ; nn.l directed the sa'.e ol twi of l!.e
."ssels of war. I would Mr. ,dains, who-- e

atttiehinent to a JVavy is hnowti. have approved of an
act reducing the Xavv from thirty-eig- el

iar, all i.lloat. to thirteen, onli six of which e.a re
lo ontin te alloat, had l.e hei u elected, or had he
no', been ousted by an opponent! Would he, do yon

i. ".!:, Sir. have stieetiom d a bill, on the lid of .VI arch.
iif ar three hundred otlicers of tic

American Navy, hud he been continued, for another
:'oi.r years, coiuniantler-ii- i chief of that Navy ! 1

he ieve that he would not.
' have said that the Tr.ANQVtt.i.t r' of the nation

re ..ir.'s that tho President s'.ujld not bo a cattdi- -

Sir, when tlio Pre-ide- nt !iai! be a candidate, the
tranquility of tho country will to Jt is
even probable that iisj.-- s may be enraged in, if it
will increase the popularity of the President. Pcr- -

uaps our e.;;'isi war with r ranee, might have l..:e:i
avoided, had it not seemed, that to rou-eth- e people
again t Franco, was to augment the popuhiri'y of the
1 resident, who was a cardidatc. A euil war may
he provohed, nsa measure very lihtly to strengthen
those who administer the govern inent. S tun: state
mtiy be goaded into and blood may (low
A supn.cssrd, always strengfiiens tlie i.rino!
government: and tiius, ti.e of the l're;i-de-

might be secured.
T'iio President will have the s:r.ti.!:e--,- ir.n-iv-

to endeavor to ho re-e- h etc.! : for p s ( i

"' will consid-- r that l'reti w !.o, h...;. a

'atnlida'.e, not lo eiec'td a s c..;i.l ::..c',
"weighed in tho buhuii'e, ntul found win

iin.'1 lie will therefore, e every means iti

his power to securn his i n. Now, let
us con'einplato his menus. Ho. will have ui'
tho power and ics 'Uices ef tho Mxetutivc
briiitch of tlio povei ninetit. at iiis di.-- ; :.'. A!!

tiie powers of thu iiJinini-- t ration wi'l he
brought lo iiiii.ieiK'u the eh c'.io.i i:i

There aro ten thousand oiii.vrs of t'.c

men!, whu may la; displace. at the p

the P.csident. Tliis uiflu ueo w.l! Ij
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htivo then tho means of his suppor-tor- s

j 1 reply ! let eiieh po.s-tns- that chance
erpially. Ii.it, tho President being u candidate,
bus ulruidy the in" ins of his friendj.
Thus John Ad inn, after his rejection by the
people, nppciinteil many ijfii'ors; six of whom
were Members of Congress. I have said, that
mi c!rc:ion sliniih ho u loir nppo.il to tlv;

joilguieiit of till people. I low the
e'eetion be In r. when tho laisioess of thu udiniii
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